
 

 

  

 

 

APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 
 

SAT 06
TH

 AUGUST 

 

12:00 Beginners/Intermediate 

2:30   Advanced ONLY 

SAT 13
TH

 AUGUST 
12:00 Beginners/Intermediate 

2:30   Advanced ONLY 

SAT 20
TH

 AUGUST 
12:00 Beginners/Intermediate 

2:30   Advanced ONLY 

SAT 03
RD

 SEPTEMBER 
12:00 Beginners/Intermediate 

2:30   Advanced ONLY 

 

For more information go to the website 
www.wgbka.org.uk 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

At the meeting on 16th July it rained so the 20 or so members who turned up huddled together for a general discussion on 
various topics including extracting, handling honey, reducing water content in honey, feeding and wintering. The weather 
cleared up and we had one mixed ability group that inspected several colonies with several interesting things happening. 
These included seeing a virgin queen emerge, re-queening a colony where the young queen was producing about 25% worker 
brood and 75% drone, checking to see if a newly introduced queen was laying and re-grafting some reject larvae into a queen 
cell building colony. All of this took place on what started out as a wet day. There is always something happening at 
Wisborough Green.  
 
We discussed varroa treatment including Apiguard and ApilifeVar and their merits. One thing we didn’t mention about 
ApilifeVar is that bees can carry quite large pieces and dump them outside the hive. Both these products will be on sale at the 
apiary and I haven’t any particular preference for either. They both performed well last year. We will soon be using one of 
these products and it is advisable to understand the varroa lifecycle before trying to treat for it. 
 
On Sunday 3

rd
 July on behalf of BBKA/Fera we hosted a training day for beekeepers who were hoping to be assessed for the 

BBKA General Husbandry Certificate in 2012 and beyond. There were 14 attendees booked in from as far afield as Deal in 
Kent and Minehead in Somerset, including three from WG. The tutors were Derek Ready, Daisy, Tom Moore and Roger 
Patterson. Tom Weston helped with refreshments. This was the first of seven events throughout the country and I think we put 
on a very good programme. Certainly the feedback was very appreciative. Thanks to all those who took part. There has been 
a flurry of money spent on training recently, probably never to be repeated and we should take it as a compliment that we were 
asked to host the day and organise it with no guidance on putting the programme together. We should also be proud that we 
now have members with the level of knowledge and presentational skills to be able to organise such an event. 
 
We have been involved in making a video on queen rearing for the BBKA and this has taken a considerable amount of time to 
set up colonies in the right stages for filming. Unfortunately the weather was not really suitable for filming as it was showery, 
thundery, windy and the light too variable for filming. I spent a day in Northampton viewing 7½ hours of film only to find most of 
it was not good enough. We will have to wait until next year now. This is a great pity as we were hoping to produce a video for 
around the price of a book in the hope that a large number of beekeepers would buy it. 
 
The date of our next Beginners Day has been set for Sat Feb 18

th
 2012. This will be suitable for all those who have moved up 

from the Preliminary Group this year as well as those who haven’t yet seen inside a beehive. If you know anyone who is 
thinking of starting beekeeping then please let them know. Further details will be on the website in due course. 
 
Bees will soon be making preparations for winter. A good beekeeper will make it easy for them by observing what is 

happening and working with bees, not against them. August has been the traditional month in this area for harvesting honey. 

That is still the case but as the seasons are longer nectar will still come in until perhaps the second week of August. Ivy has 

only recently become an issue in September and it is certainly possible to have at least one full super. The problem is it 

granulates quickly, often before it is sealed. If it is stored in the brood box it can mean that bees are unable to use it during the 

winter and starvation is a possibility. It also means it has to be melted out of the combs. A strong colony needs at least one 

super and you should not treat with Apiguard or ApilifeVar when supers are on the hive.  The smarter ones will have worked 

out that you need to remove the supers from the main flow which is barely four weeks before the ivy yields. Four weeks is also 

the minimum time the varroa treatment should be on the hive. Phew! And I haven’t mentioned feeding yet! What we have 

developed is a system where the main harvest is taken in mid-August, the supers returned immediately for cleaning. These 

are removed the next day and the varroa treatment given. Both treatments are thymol based and usually result in the queens 

going off lay for a couple of weeks. Bees often don’t take food soon after thymol treatment has been given, but will after 

around a week, so they are fed perhaps a gallon in the second two weeks of treatment. After four weeks of treatment any 

remaining treatment is removed and a super is put on. This means that bees have a mixture of liquid and granulated stores for 

winter. 

When the main honey crop has been extracted some beekeepers realise how much they have and try to sell it. It is a problem 
in the autumn each year, especially for new beekeepers. If you do look for outlets please think carefully about it. You will need 
to comply with regulations that are on the BBKA website. Your honey should be good quality, well packaged and you will need 
to make sure you can supply throughout the year. In general a local village shop will probably take 10-12 1lb jars a month, 
bigger and busier outlets will take more. It is annoying for an outlet to source a supplier in September only for them to run out 
in February, so if you haven’t got say 150lb then look for some other way of selling it. It is quite hard work dealing with an 
outlet as they need help and advice on storing honey. It shouldn’t be on a cold shelf or in a window. As we have a natural 
product where the granulation hasn’t been inhibited by heating it may granulate at varying rates. This could mean you may 
have to take back some stock and warm it to re-liquefy it. If you can sell at the door or through other places such as work that 
may suit most beekeepers better. 
 

Continued… 



 

 

 
 

EXTRACTING EQUIPMENT 
 
The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan. If you wish to “book” anything, please contact John Glover by 

Email glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com . 

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your requirements. 

Equipment will be loaned for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be necessary for it to be collected and returned 

to John’s home address in Loxwood, unless otherwise agreed. 

Equipment available:-       3 frame extractor, Heated uncapping tray and knife,  50kg bottling tank with strainer 

BEES HEALTH MONITORING 
 
A Disease Recognition Workshop will take place on Friday, August 5

th
, commencing at 9.30 and running through to lunchtime. 

This workshop has been devised as a hands on event to help beekeepers recognise bee diseases, and the exotic pests that are now 

notifiable. There will be samples to show you (subject to availability). It is most important that all beekeepers are aware of disease and 

can recognise both EFB and AFB. This is particularly relevant at the present time, as several instances of EFB have been identified in 

our immediate area. Around 80% of cases are spotted by the Bee Inspectors. If foul brood is spotted by the beekeeper it is usually in 

a very advanced state that could have spread infection to surrounding colonies. 

Please note that prior booking of a place is essential and if attending, it is important that you read the attachment, “Bio-Security 

Precautions for the Bee Health Day”.  

To book your place, please contact John Glover preferably by Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or phone 01403 751899. 

PATTERSON IN PRINT continued.. 
 
In seeking a new outlet please don’t muscle in on another beekeeper, especially one from WG! If there is a problem with the 
current supplier and the outlet is adamant they need a new supplier then there isn’t a problem. Over the years I have occasionally 
had problems with another beekeeper selling to my outlet and this is annoying, especially when I spend time teaching the culprit! 
Although we aren’t allowed to mention prices it would be foolish to sell too cheaply. If the honey is well packed it is a premium 
product and we are not in competition with cheap imports. Some outlets are much better to deal with than others, so don’t be 
afraid to walk away from a bad one. 
 
We are only able to teach so much at the apiary so we are looking at holding several indoor teaching sessions during the winter 
months. These will be similar to the “BBKA Basic Revision” days we held last year. They are limited to about 12 people and wi ll be 
interactive, with questions being asked of the attendees who will give answers to the limit of their knowledge. There will then be 
discussion based on the ability of the group. The intention is not to show anyone up, but to help members identify areas where 
they may need to learn more. It is hoped to hold these in member’s houses with both midweek and weekend dates. There will be 
three levels and as a guide they are:- 
 
Group 1. For those who have moved up from the Preliminary Group in 2011 and/or do not feel confident at being assessed for 

the BBKA Basic. The more important elements of the BBKA Basic syllabus will be covered as well as the things we all need to 
know in order to keep bees healthy and productive. 
 
Group 2. Who have kept bees for up to perhaps 3 years or so, but not in Group 1. This will be based on the BBKA Basic syllabus 

and will be the same as the sessions we had last year. Please speak to previous attendees at meetings; there were over 30 of 
them! 
 
Group 3. Who have passed the BBKA Basic or are in our Intermediate or Advanced Groups. This will take some elements of the 

BBKA Basic, General Husbandry and other modules. 
 
So we can plan events please email Roger at roger-patterson@btconnect.com to register an interest, indicating which group you 

think you should be in. To make it easy please put “Winter learning” in the subject line. 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 
 
The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings (subject to stock).  As meetings can be 
hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can 
be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a 
convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting. 
 
 
All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at August 2011. 
             
 
Frames  (frames are unassembled) 
 
DN1  BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers …………   60p 
SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers …………………   60p 
 
Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .…………….………..…     £1.00 
  full box (500 grams) ………………………………....,     £5.00 
 
 
Foundation for the above 
Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) …………………………..……..   40p 
 
Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone call …… ………….  50p 
 
Wired Brood ………………………………………………………..        80p 
(some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 
 
 
Spacers 
Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ………………………..      10p (20p/pair) 
Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) …   £2.00/pair 
 
 
Varroa Treatments 
Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony) ….    £2.10 
         Pack of 10 sachets ..   £20.00 
ApilifeVar, per single sachet (two required to treat a full colony) ………..     £3.20 
 
 
Sundries 
Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc. …….     £1.25  
Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end …………………..     £8.50 
Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres …………………………………     £4.00 
‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...….     £5.00 
 
 
Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 
 
Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WISBOROUGH GREEN HONEY SHOW 

AUGUST 29TH – BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
 

The Wisborough Green Honey Show is fast approaching……..on Bank Holiday Monday – 29th August! 

 

There are classes for all the family – for new and old (?) beekeepers and non-beekeepers, so join the fun…and enter a 

little something! Honey and mead classes must be made with your own honey, but non-beekeepers can bake a cake 

or fill a jar with your best flowers and keep the children occupied by getting them to create / draw / paint anything to 

do with bees! Your bee-related photographs are included in a new class this year.  

 

The show schedule and entry form is attached to the newsletter, but is also on the WGBKA website.  Judy Knight 

(01403 752169) and Karen Clemens (01403 751676) are ready to answer any questions or worries, and any of the 

committee, and other members will be able to help you with hints on showing – just ask ! 

 

If you are entering for the first time, then here are a few hints and tips, which will please the Judge, and keep you 'in 

the running' : 

 

Honey for show 

 

Jars should match (best if they're new, from the same box), lids should also be new, match and all to be spotlessly 

clean. (Ask someone to swap some jars if you don’t have any which match!) 

Inside the lids should be clean of honey smears (I often take a couple of spares to swap at the show ground in case of 

tippage en route.) 

 

Don't under fill your jars ! Inside each jar neck is a fill line - make sure the contents reach it, or that when the lid is on, 

you cannot see daylight between honey and lid. 

 

If it is 'clear honey' warm it gently a day or so before the show so that it looks clear and bright. The judge will shine a 

light through to show up any crystallisation starting. 

 

Make sure the surface of your clear honey is dust and wax-flake free. You can either overfill the jar slightly and skim 

off any scum and dust particles with a warm teaspoon, or use Clingfilm to lie on and remove...either works well. 

 

Stick class labels 1cm up from the bottom of the jar...each label is 1cm high - so that is your guide ! 

 

Drain your cut-comb entries of loose honey – the judge will inspect both sides of the comb and prefers not to get too 

sticky! 

  
Honey in frames ' suitable for extraction' 

 

Select your comb on a hive inspection, clean it of excess wax with your hive tool and replace in the hive - the bees will 

clean it and dry it for you by the following day! You will need to buy, beg, borrow or steal a special bee-proof 

exhibition case if you don't have one - ask around ! 

 

 

Get your entries in before the closing date, if you have any questions...just ask someone who has done it before......it 

is HUGE fun ……and you might win a prize!! 

 

 

Judy 



 

 

  
 VARROA TREATMENT 

 
 
Once again the time for our most important anti-Varroa treatment is upon us.  It is vital that we reduce numbers 
before winter, and indeed before many of the winter bees are produced; it is important that these bees, which have 
to live for six months, are in the best possible health. 
 
Treatment should be done immediately after taking off the summer honey, while temperatures are still relatively high 
(for thymol, the standard accepted treatment, to be effective we need daytime temperatures to be 15 degrees C or 
above).  The old 'strips' containing pyrethroids (Apistan, Bayvarol) are not effective and should not be used as the 
mites have developed resistance. 
  
For some years we have been using Apiguard, which has the thymol in a gel base that allows for controlled release 
over a period of time.  Last year we also started to use ApilifeVar which in addition to thymol contains eucalyptus oil, 
levomenthol and camphor.  It comes in the form of a brittle foam strip from which the active ingredients vapourise. 
 
We will have both available to members at the apiary (and if you can’t get to an apiary meeting, then by arrangement 
to collect from Tom in Petworth).  To help you decide which to use, I summarise the differences below. Rates of 
application are based on a full colony; you should adjust for nuclei and very small colonies. 
 
Apiguard 
Requires two sachets, applied two weeks apart.  Some air circulation space should be provided above the brood 
chamber, using either a raised framing of the crown-board or an empty super as an eke.  The sachets are placed 
over the centre of the brood and can cause the queen to go off lay for a while and/or move the laying area to one side 
of the hive. 
  
ApilifeVar 
Also requires two sachets, applying half a pack each week for four weeks.  The pieces are place towards the 
corners of the hive and no eke (raised cover) is required. Laying may be reduced but the brood area will remain 
central.  The cost is higher than for Apiguard and the number of applications is higher, but less equipment is 
required and application is easy. 
  
For both products it is likely to increase the effectiveness if mesh floors are sealed during the period of treatment. 
 
Costs are:- 
 
Apiguard - £2.30 per sachet; £22 per full box of 10. Requires 2 per hive. This price is lower than other suppliers 
(Paynes £2.50/£22, Thornes £2.55/£25.50, + p&p). 
 
ApilifeVar - £3.20 per sachet. Requires 2 per hive. We cannot undercut other suppliers on this, but are cheaper 
when you take carriage into account. 
 
We will follow up the thymol treatment with an application of oxalic acid in syrup, trickled over the bees at the end of 
December when there is little or no brood. These two treatments combined should give good control of varroa mite.  
 
Look out for details of when oxalic acid will be available, and how to book your supply, in the December newsletter.  
 
We expect to offer it free of charge to members as we have done for several years, but only if pre-ordered in early 
December. 

 
 
 PLACES FOR HIVES OFFERS 

 
An offer of a place for hives which may be of interest to members.   
 
1. Holme Manor, in the Mare Hill area of Pulborough near the White Horse, is offering a place for hives.  There is a large, 

mature and well-tended garden in an area of other mature gardens.  The land includes various secluded rough 'natural' 
areas and there is excellent vehicle access off the main road.  There are no large animals and few children visit.  Call 
Veronica Simpson 01798 872213 to arrange a visit. 

 
2. One of our members has to stop keeping bees due to no longer being able to do the lifting and manipulations involved.  

The member would very much like still to have bees kept on the site, a very nice and accessible field-edge with 
boundary oaks close to Plaistow.  There could be the opportunity to take over the existing hives, to manage them for the 
member along with your own, or to use the site exclusively for your own bees.  If you could be interested please initially 
contact Tom Moore who can discuss it with you and then put you in touch the member. Contact details for Tom are at 

the top of this newsletter. 


